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Abstract (Basic) : EP 784397 A 

The video camera includes a switching device for changing between 
two operational modes. In the first mode a whole of each line signal 
output, from a charge coupled device imager, is used for display. In 
the second mode only a portion of each line is used. 

A period at a back end of the line signal is defined in the first 
mode. A period at the front end of the signal is defined in the second 
mode. The line signal is converted into a digital signal. A clamp level 
is calculated on the basis of the digital signal in one of the defined 
periods. The line signal is then clamped at this level. 

ADVANTAGE - Secure clamping of optical black level in 
quadruplication mode. Prevents black level deviation. 
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